If you’re not from the Okanagan…
Based on David Bouchard’s If you’re not from the prairie…
A.  David Bouchard, If you’re not from the prairie…

1. read poem aloud

2. discuss the use of language to paint a picture of the prairie from Bouchard’s perspective (starts with the key word/idea, explains idea further in poem)
3. discuss the poem format, rhythm, rhyme scheme and syllables

B.  Model Poem, If you’re not from the Okanagan..
1. brainstorm ideas of what makes the Okanagan so unique and picturesque (focus on key words/phrases)

2. students each chose one theme to focus on to write own verse for poem

3. students lists/webs details that further explain why that word/idea makes the Okanagan so unique

4. student writes verse for poem (focusing on format/style of original, rhythm, rhyme scheme and syllables)

5. peer editing (read poems aloud to a partner or group of three; does it make sense, does it have a smooth flow (rhythm), does it follow the rhyme scheme)
6. edit and complete good copy and illustration

7. present verse of poem orally to rest of class (discuss proper oral presentation criteria: voice, speed, posture, body language and eye contact)

Poem Criteria:
· theme must relate directly to the Okanagan

· must follow poem format (as outlined in class)

· must follow proper rhyme scheme (AABB)

· must have proper amount of syllables and have a good rhythm (9-11 syllables)

· must make sense, and entire verse must be about chosen theme

· must use proper spelling and grammar

· good copy must be completed neatly and in pen

· illustration must be about theme (see “illustration criteria”)
Illustration Criteria:

· illustration matches text of poem

· attention to detail
· good use of space

· good use of colour, minimal white space

· creative and original

Peer Editing:

· Is the verse of the poem about the Okanagan?

· Does the text make sense?

· Does the verse have a smooth flow and rhythm (correct number of syllables)?

· Does the verse follow the AABB rhyme scheme?

· Does the writing paint a picture in your mind about why this idea/theme makes the Okanagan so unique?
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